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I’ve noticed that my friends and colleagues who’ve authored contributions to this “where 
you are and what you’re doing” series have used about as much space recounting where 
they went and what they did in their professional careers, as they did to talk about what’s 
happened now since they retired.  I think that’s proper in my case, too.  All we retirees 
had exciting and rewarding periods working in and competing in a business with a lot of 
important actions that have certainly had a role in world happenings.  We all were often 
involved in doing new things in ways that had never been done before.  Not too many 
professions can say that. Putting the words down certainly forces retrospection. 
 
Hired by Jim Shepard on a recruiting trip to Philadelphia, I arrived on the Orlando scene 
in January 1959 as a raw 26 year-old, having spent two years as an infantry lieutenant 
and over three years working for the Army as an employee of Philco Corporation.  I, wife 
Janet, and 2 year-old son Steve joyously arrived in sunny, mild Orlando from snow-
packed New Jersey and I promptly went to work on the Bullpup Project, where I 
remained for 7 years, doing some work on RACEP and proposals for Walleye and Unit 
Level Switch.  After Bullpup, I put in a wonderful challenging 10 years on the Sprint 
Program and its follow-on work, then went to the start-up of the Hellfire seeker 
competition in 1977.  I diverted to the Longbow missile seeker in 1983 until I retired in 
1998.  I then came back as a contract employee for 10 years, working on JASSM, Wind 
Corrected bomb kits, Navy 155 projectile and on other programs. 
 
Early along the way, wife Janet and I had daughters Lisa and Susan in addition to Steve 
and I got a company-sponsored master’s degree in physics.  Janet passed away in 1990, 
and I married Clarice in 1991, thus acquiring additional family, her children Zeke and 
Lizzette. 
 
I did a little research and correspondence and, in 1997, located relatives of my paternal 
grandfather who immigrated from Bavaria in 1888.  Clarice and I have since enjoyed 
weeklong visits with family members in Bavaria in 1999 and 2000, also doing western 
Europe tours each time.  I translated and published for other family members a family 
history compiled from church and government land-office records by a German cousin, 
going back to 1632. Clarice and I have enjoyed several Caribbean cruises, some with 
REALM members, a South American cruise around Cape Horn, and an Alaska cruise and 
tour that included a 3-day bus trip up the Dalton Highway to overnight at Prudhoe Bay on 
the Arctic Ocean.  On the return flight from Prudhoe to Anchorage, our Air Alaska pilot 
saw a weather-permitted opportunity and made a 360-degree circuit around Denali peak, 
a real treat for us, visible in the clear.  Clarice and I also had a successful halibut fishing 
trip.  (I would have liked to visit Wayne Bomstad’s Northwest Territory house, but didn’t 
know how to find him.  I think one needs a bush pilot to get there.)  We also took a 
voyage on the Queen Elizabeth II from NYC to Southampton, spending a week in 
London, with tours to Bath, Stonehenge, Winchester, and a drive up to Cambridge and to 
Clarice’s former East Anglia Air Force wife haunts around Bury St. Edmonds .  In 2005, 



Clarice and I visited daughter Lisa on Kwajalein atoll in the Marshall Islands.  Clarice 
had already visited in 1992 when she took then 2-year old grandson Ryan home from 
Orlando to Kwajalein., an adventure for her in itself. 
 
Clarice and I both enjoy the Orlando scene and have remained in the area.  Clarice stays 
active in local Women’s Clubs and in Republican political groups.  We both are active in 
the REALM Club activities, enjoying social activities with old and good friends.  Clarice 
even manages her high school graduation reunions up in Georgia. We now have 2 great 
grandchildren in daughter Susan’s family, 10 grand children total in Clarice’s and my 
families.  We aren’t doing much really exciting, but we enjoy our family and friends and 
like to hear from old friends. 
 
 
 


